THE 

CRUEL  HUSBAND; 

OR3 

DEVONSHIRE  TRAGEDY 

wherein  is  related  tl>e  account  of 

Mr.  J.   Barton,   of  Topsham, 

IVho  was  put  apprmtice  to  A4r,  Lorif^  Merchan^.^  in  Exeter^ 
Mud  afterivards  married  his  master  s  maid  fervant  pr^- 
vaiely^  hut  being  threatened  to  be  disinherited  by  his  /at he? 

'  for  the  fame ^  was  instigated  by  the  devil  to  fnurder  hei 
which  shocking  _  aii  he  commit  ted. 

ALSO,  A 

REMARKABLE  DREAM 

Qf  the  landlady  where  they  hdged^  discovering  where  the  bod^ 
of  his  wife  was  concealed  \  and  his  extraordinary  penitems 
and  execution 


f«hn  Evan«,  Printer, 42,  Long-lane,  LondoR, 


THE 


CRUEL  HUSBAND ; 


JN  the  towl  of  Topffaam,  four  miles  from  ihe  cfty  of 
Ixetcr^  ih  the  laid  county,  lived  one  Mf.  John 
Barton,  a  gentleman  of  a  confiderable  fortune;  and 
had  two  children,  viz-  a  ion:  and  a  daughter  on  whom  he' 
beflowed  a  fuitable  education  as  became  their  birth. 
When  hi^  fon  was  of  proper  age  he  put  him  apprentice 
io  one  Mr.  Long,  a  wine  merchant  in  the  city  oi  Exeter, 
with  vp4iQ4ia  Be  ferved  out  his  apprenticefhip  feithfuliy 
and  honeftly,  to  the  fatisfa<ftk)n  of  his  maftei  and  parent-s. 
However,  that  he  might  have  a  further  improvement  in 
kis  bufinefs,  it  was  on  all  haods  agreed  that  he  (hould 
ferve  his  mafter  as  clerk.  D/uring  which  time  he  fell  in 
love  wiA  his  mift^s^'s  waiting-maid,  and  married  her 
privately,  without  either  ffhe  knowledge  of  bh  parents 
or  msrfler.  Socm  after  &is  ihe  pro  cd  with  child,  and 
IkumtJiatefy  Hid  hn  ImCbMi     it  who  immediatrf^ 
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provided  her  with  a  lodging  a  few  miles  from  £xeter 
that  it  might  be  kept  a  fecret  from  all  his  friends., 
particularly  from  his  father.    But  as  bad  flies  fvvifter 
than  good  news,  this  f^n  reached  his  father;  for  foma 
p^fons  having  mentioned  to  his  father  the  habits  of 
intimacy  they  had  been  in  for  fometime,  (though  they 
could  no:  pofitively  fay  tfiey  were  married)  he  being 
naturally  led  intoan  apprehenfion  of  their  being  married, 
in  a  ftiort  time  fentfor  his  fon  homeland  taxed  him  about 
it  ;  but  he  pofitively  denied  it,  his  jPther  told  him  that  ^ 
he  had  deaieaned  himfelf  fo  much  as  to  marry  a  humble 
fervant,  he  would  totally  difinherit  him*    He  knowing 
his  father  to  be  a  refolute  man,  ilhd  punftual  to  his 
word,  thought  it  impoflible  ever  to  reconcile  him  to  the 
match,  at  which  the  yovrtig  man  began  toc®nfider  what 
courfe  to  take  that  he  might  not  incur  .his  father^s 
difpleafure,and  by  that  means  be  difinherited  from  a  good 
and  extdnfive  eftate  that  he  was  fole  heir  to. 


He  took  leaveof  his  father  and  rode  to  Exeter,  and  as 
he  rode  along  his  whole  thoughts  were  haw  and  whifch 
way  he  (hould  extricate  himfelf  from  his  prefent  troubk ; 
one  thought  following  another  fo  confufed  him  that  he 
eouid  not  come  to  any  determination*  But  Satan,  that 
great  deceiver  of  mankind,  who  is  always  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  weak  mertals  when  in  diftrefs,  infufed 
into  i-im  the  horrid  idea  of  murdering  his  innocent  wife; 
which  wicked  defign  he  was  refolutely  bent  to  perform, 
aud  accordingly  he  perpetrated  his  devilffh  defign  in  the 
following  mannei  : 


The  day  after  his  arrival  at  Exeter  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  wife  defir'f^g  her  to  meet  him  at  a  certain  place  on 
the  'msi.^  fide,  telling  her  he  would  pafs  that  wav  on 

^  (  for  his  rafefter,  and  that  he  fliould  be  glad  tiflP 


e-r,  k)  acquaint  her  of  his  father's  goodnafs  to  hiift  in 

eing  recoiijciled  to  the  choice  he  had  made.  She  received 
thi  h^ter  while  atbrc^;  k^aft  with  her  landlady  ;  (he  related 
to  h  .r  -ndladv  a  horrd  dream  (he  had  the  preceding 
night,  which  was,  that  fhe  was  fittirg  on  the  ground 
a  ferpent  came  and  bit  her  by  the  leftbre^ft,  and  fee  feefn- 
ed  concerned  at  it.  but  the  joy  of  receiving  the  letter  init 
it  out  of  her  rBina,  and  when  (h^  read  the  letter  fli^ 
(hewed  it  her  landlady  being  nrou4  of  kis  writing  fo 
lovirtgly. 


The  poor  harniv.ers:creature  ^nd  her  landlady  having 
finifljed  their  brcakfaft,  flie  got  every  thing  ready  to 
follow  her  hufDand's  direclions^  and  haftily  went  ^not 
ha'  bouririg  the  leaft  thought  of  his  wicked  defign)  to  th«  , 
f\'^im  appointed^  where  Oie  found  h:m  accLrding  to  pro- 
mife  in  the  letter.    He  aroi'e  and  feemtd  lovii  gly  K>  meet 


After  having  walked  an<J  tafked  together  feme  time, 
they  arrived  at  the  fatal  place.  In  fnort  he  told  her  tfcat 
fcfis  refolution  was  there  to  murder  her.  XJpo«i  hea^•- 
img^of  which  her  coUiiter  ap^e  immediately  changed,  and 
falling  on  her  knees  with  floods  of  tears  running  Irom  her 
selves,  (lie  begged  for  God's  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of 
the  innocent  babe  in  her  womb,  to  fpare  the  life  of  her 
that  folemnly  loved  him,  and  him  only^  and  always  f^r 
from  doin^  him  the  leaft  injury^  adding,  that,  though  it 
would  be  a  heart  breaking  to  her,  fhe  would  retire  to 
fome  remfJte  corner  of  the  world,  wher&  (he  would  hide 
herfelffrom  him  and  the  world  for  ever,  and  there  rear 
and  bring  up  the  iiinccfent  offspring  of  their  loves.  Ei^t 
be  iiot  regarding  her  piteous  moaiu.  and  prayers  to  favt 
her  life,  which  w^as  enough  to  foflen  the  hard  heart  c  f  a 
fa'\%ge,  taf  efs  hi^j  but  all  had  m  tfFeit,  ke  villainoufly 
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ktiocked  her  down  with  a  cane  he  had  in  his  hand,  and 
then  cut  her  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  almoi^  fevering  Ker 
head  ft-om  her  body,  and  afterwards  dragged  her  to  a  pit 
thfit  was  hard  by,  into  which  he  put  her^  covering  her 
with  ftones  and  earth,  after  which  he  returned  homce 


-  Next  day  he  fent  to  her  landlady  fgr  her  things,  and 
to  pay  what  money  was  due  for  b^r  board  and  lodging, 
ai}^  informed  her  that  hisi;  father  was  reconciled  to  theni, 
and  that  he  had  lent  her  to  his  father  's,  there  to  remain 
til!  an  opportuni*  y  offered  to  fet  himfelf  up  in  bufmefs, 
and  provide  every  thing  neceflary  for  houfe  keeping. 


In  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  landlady  carried  the  things 
he  wifhed  for  to  him,  and  received  the  money  du€  to 
her  fer  board  and  lodging,  and  retur»ed  home.  Bed 
time  arriving,  the  landlady  and  her  hufhand  repaired  to 
take  their  night^s  reft,  but  fhe  was  fo  much  troubled, 
during  the  whole  night,  with  the  moft  horrid  dreams  ; 
flie  was  at  feveral  times  aw^akened  from  her  fleep  by  the 
mofl  frightful  vilions  and  fpedlres  breakii!5g  in  upon  her 
reftj  from  which,  when  in  the  morning  fhe  began  to 
refle6l  on  what  had  paiTed  the  preceding  ni^bt^  fhe  con- 
cluded al]  mu#  not  be  well  with  Mrs.  Barton  upon 
which,  while  at  breakfaft  fhe  related  to  her  hufband  the 
various  dreams  fhe  had  thajt  night  and  the  apprshenfions 
ftielay  under  j  fhe  dreamed  fhe  fa w  Mrs.  Barton  all  over 
blood,  from  whicn  ihe  was  fuje  fonu  uncommon  ac- 
cident had  happened  to  her,  but  her  hufband  wou*!a  not 
harbour  the  leafl  thought  of  Mr.  Barton's  urting  hi>s 
wife  io  any  degree  whatever,  being  always  io  fond  of 
her,  at  kait  to  outward  appearance  y  there  was  no  doubt 
of  his  love  to  her  in  the  eyes  of  all  that  k;iew  hirn  ;  but 
by  the  cruel  and  unreienting  hand  of  his  tlithcr,  andlifl- 
eiiing  too  n>uch  %q  that  evil  deceiver  of  mankinilj  Satan, 
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all  love  wa^  erafecl  from  hi?,  brcafr,  and  this  liioft  horrid 

and  bloody  thought  fucceeded. 

We  here  rrieet  with  one  of  fne  many  i-nftances  that 
daily  occur  or  parents  hellomng  a  great  and  expenfive 
education  on  '  h ;  i r  ch  i ' d re n ,  a nd  b i nd  their  young  and 
unexperienced  minds  to  ihe  n^liife  wiihes  of  their  old 
and  more  ex'f>e:  i  need  parents^  vvhers  it  ought  to  be  the 
Hudy  of  all  j^rc  ts  to  V^^''^'^^^  ^^^^  welfare  of  their  off- 
spring, and  no:  (jnirn  them  ir(yfn  their  f  art nial. protection , 
;on  acco  ant  (;6one  flip  oi  y ou th . 


For  anight  or  two  home^fer.  this  pafied  on,  but  ftill 
the  landlady  could  n.  t  flcep.upcn  which  Oie  acquaint!^ 
Ceveralijfhei'  jieighbour-  with  her  uneafinefs,  and  formed 
the  ref#iutioij  of  goir^g  to  enquire  after  Mrs.  Barton  ; 
but  they  afieJ  how  flie  would  know  where  to  find  her, 
Ihe  told  then)  that  wken  Mrs.  Baiton  went  lo  meet  her 
imfband,  Cie  fe>!got  the  letter  (he  had  ft*om  l;er  h-iband, 
appointing  her  tct  meet  hini  at  a  certain  [ijace,  by  which 
me  cou'd  at  Jcaft  trace  t  em  out  io  fd.r. 


SlTe,  her  ho&and  and  feveral  of  her  neighbours  werit 
ace^.Tilingly  u>  the  place  which  w^as  about  two  miles 
from  v;»iiere  t  -  ey  Jived^  '-^^nd  iooked  abou,it  for  lome  time 
,feut  could  fee  rr  uhing,^  at  !aft  going  to  tiie  afoKefeid  pit, 
and  looking  about  wit^i  care  the*^  k'U.nd  a  itick  the  head 
o f  V'-  h  I cii  was  I) iood  y  ,  w  h  i  c:h  c  a  u  fe  d  a  1  u  1  p j  c  on  that  ii  i  e  was 
murdered  tin  ^^rid  aftLr  fomc  dme  tncy  found  the  body,- 
afeer  rgmoviiig  the  ftones  and  eartn  in  the  f\%  cut  and 
mangled  in  a  moli  barbaroiis  manner,  from  wijich  they 
concluded  he  n^uit  be  the  murderer,  and  went  dire:^Iy 
lo  hxeter  m  Merchant  Long's  and  encpjired  if  Mr. 
.Barton  was  wi  i^in — the  ff rvant  anfwert^d  yes,  that  he 
^waS'ift  his  ^nnatler's  count ijij^  roo:i-v:s 


-  THE  landlady  chfiKed iofpf-ih r-^Hb  L^Jm,.  for bfs  wife- ba 
forgot  fome  things  ijt  ber  r  )om:^  vjhicb  she  did  not  fe 
till  that  morning  ajtd  bad  hr'ongbt  tlj^ui  wizb  her.  He 
accordingly  appeared- — ihcy^  Jhnmd  him  the  Jtick  which 


proved  to  he  his  mafier's—he  i'o>ififf\-u  ihe  murder  of  his^, 
wifi^  and  the  reafon  -n  /jy  be  dui  //  ;  und  faid  that  k& 
would  willingly  embrace  deaib^  fur  bs  f^o-rd  have  no  en-- 
joyment  this  jide  tbe  grave^  and  bopecl  (b.d  his  life  wouM 
make  atonement  for  ber's.  For  be  faid  t  at  he  found  the 
tgrrib'e  ejects  if  a  guilty  cu^ifc/^ncc'^  Ibinidng  daily  and 
hourly  that  he  huird  her  blood  cry  out  f  jr  vengeance,  and: 
that  he  thought  he  faw  her  a'noays  m  bss  fight.  Alfo^  be 
fiid  that  he  b^ul  been  at  Toptiluim  qiuiy  three  times  to  iak 
shipping y  but  had  no  power  to  go  on  board.  Ail  which 
be  cori/effed  be/ore  Jtlsi^jce  Hall^  and  7va^  i^fmnifUfi  /# 
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W  and  at  the  nexi  aff.zes  be  to-jk  bkirial,  when  he  had 
SirS  toJay  inMs  defence,  and  was  accordingly 
condemned. 

While  under  sentence  of  death  he  behaved  in  an  extra, 
ordinary  and  penitent  manner,  as  behoveth  every  one  in 
hts  unhappy  circumstances. 

Be  n^as  brought  out  of  the  gaol  in  his  shroul  wfth  a 
prayer  book  in  his  haJid,  Being  brought  to  the  place  x^bere 
^e  committed  the  murder,  and  after  prayers,  as  is  usual,  be 
gamthe  signal  for  the  executhrmer  to  do  his  office,  and  cal- 
^hg  tipon  the  Lord  to  receive  his  poor  immortal  soul,  h&  was 
lauHH^ed  into  eternity. 

Tlj^texi  of  an  excellmt  sermon  vtf^  miiabhto  thefore^forngy 
from  James  i.  ij-,  14,  lj/ 

Let  novian  say,  when  be  is  fempfed,  I  am  Urnpted 
^ed;  for  God  cannot  be  tempted  ef  evil,  neither  tempted 
he  any  man,  Bui  every  man  fs  tempted  when  he  is" drawn 
moa^  of  bis  o^n  lust,  and  entic&d.  Tbm  wbe^i  Imt  is 
conceived  it  bringeth  forth  siti^  ^^d  sin,  w*hm  it  k  i)mb6d.^ 
iringeih  forth  dea§j. 


FINIS. 


J©hnlYa»3,  Prinfrer,  Long-LaaCj  tofldon. 


